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Salire’s my weapon; but I’m loo discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 

[ only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and,directors.—PoPe. 





———- + 





SUCCESS OF DESPOTISM IN SPAIN. 
The inadequagy of Spain to resist the armies of France 
was so evident that the triumph of the French arms has 
created but little interest :-——and it is only because the 


termination of the present act, will lead to another of 


greater interest, that we refer to the subject. By a tele- 


vraphic dispatch from Paris, we learn that Ferdinand was 
to be delivered up to the Fretich on the 29th. ult. This 


is called setting him at liberty. The Cortes have not 


>hewn the determination which was expected from them. 
The world wanted » lesson of fortifude which would have 
simulated the energy of patriots in all countries. But 


< be virtue of Europe is on tts wane. It is too deeply cor- 


yi pted to display any republican virtue. Wealth has 
tated the richer, and poverty degraded the poorer classes: 
There is no steeck on whicha love of country ‘can ‘be 


graited. France threw off her fetters to put them on 


again. Naples shrunk from ‘the contest. 


Piedmont 
crouched beneath the foreigh scourge. 


Portugal is again 
enslaved. The mass of the inhabitants’ of Spain‘ eare’nth 
No. 15. Vol. XI. 
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in what bondage they are placed. Despotism stalks 
triumphantly over the couiineut; and truly the race of 
siaves who inhabit it are titted for the tyrants who govern 
them with rods of iron. It is true that gleaminngs of hight 
fiashes across the horizon of politics occasionally ; but 
they are mere will-o-’the-whisps. ‘They have no basis 
They are the corruscations of the lightning, gone as 
soon as seen. ‘The age of men has passed away ; 
and the old world is digraced by a succession of imita- 
tive apes of humanity. We had hoped that the Cortes 
of Spain would have redeemed the character a little, 
by taking care that Ferdinand shouid never play the des- 
potagain. But we have been grievously disappointed : 
and though we cannot agree with a powerful writer that 
Spain ought not to have been supported by England, we 
allow with him that until they shall have learnt better 
how to serve themselves, all other services would be use- 
less to them. If the intelligence be true, Ferdinand 
reached the French camp, on the 29th of last month — 
About the same time Riego, who was taken prisoner in a 
hazardous and gallant enierprize to rouse the army of the 
traitor Ballasterous toa sense of itsduty, would reach 
Madrid. He has been delivered up to the vengeance of 
the faction of royalists called the Regency ; and will pro- 
bably Fe murdered, in honorof the restored despotism of 
Fi rdinand. The most horrible threats are denounced 
against him as the author of the revolution. ‘The public 
mind is poisoned by alist of fabricated atrocities laid to his 
charge ; and the rabble of Madrid, as brutally ignorant as 
the Church and King Mob which threatened to lay Birmin- 
gham in ashes at the commencement of the French revo- 
lution ; and as ferocious as the Yeomanry of Manchester, 
is incited to tear to piecesa hero, whom a hundred of 
them dare not look in the face, if his hands were free.— 
That he willbe murdered, is almost as certain as that Fer- 
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dipand will be restored ; and that his murder will be aven- 
ged is as certain as that Ferdinand will be depesed again ; 
for though liberty should not take firm rootin Spain, the 
tempest of revolutionary vengeance will again assail the 
corrupt atmosphere of its tyrannical system. 

In one district of Spain, the Republicans have 
behavei nobly, We mean in Catalonia. There 
the resistance has been gallant. The money of the in- 
vaders has been as ineflficacious as their swords. They 
have been held bravely at bay; and often desperately 
assailed in their turn, by the Spaniards;—and the sub- 
mission of the Cortes, if it has taken place, may not check 
the courageous exertions of this small band of heroes. 
But there is no withstanding the vast preponderance of 
force: and if the war be not kept up in other parts of 
Spain, it must scon cease even in Catalonia .—and Mina 
and Milans, and Roten, mas follow Riego to the scaffold, 
to ease the fears of the Holy Alliance. It is satd that 
Ferdinand is liberated, in order that he may negotiate in 
person with the Duke d’Angouleme, to prove that he was 
free ; and that his family are to be the hostages for his 
fidelity, and return, in the event of his not sueceeding. 
But if it were possible to think him more honest than 
the perjured monarchs of Naples, and Portugal, it will be 
at the choice of the Duke d’Angouleme, whether he shall 
be veportec honest or not:—and nothing but the appre- 
hens.on of the French, that the Ultras of Spain may call 
in the aid of Russia, to perfect the restoration of the old 
tyranny, will induce them to keep any terms with the 
Liberal Party. A few days will terminate al! doubt upon 
this head; but those who expect the Continent will be in. 
a state of repose when Ferdinand shal! be liberated, will 
be much mistaken. France would be far more resiiess 
in a State of peace than in a state of war. . Before the 
invasion of Spain, conspiracies were frequent in . France: 
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and on return to peace they would become so again. "The 
Bourbons are not popular! and they have found out the 
only means of avoiding the ebullition of popular feeling 
against themselves, is to give it some other object. They 
want war as anecessary means of establishing their pow- 
er; and they will have it, with some ciher nation when 
they evacuate Spain. The mandate for the m dification 
of the English constitution will be next issued! and the 
race of British jolter-heads will be awakened irom their 
present agreeable trance by the threat of anvasion! ‘The 
Holy Allies may dispute with the Jews the succession to 
the estates of the Normans! The Cossacks may put in 
their claims upon the land mortgaged to the fund-holders. 
The contest between these parties will be vastly agreable 
to the lookers on—and if the old addage always hold 
good, ‘ that when rogues quarrel, honest men get their 
own,” it will be better for the people in the end, who 
may step in between the exhausted combatants, and re- 
sume their long usurped rights :—If they could muster 
sufficient courage to endeavour to attempt to help them-— 
selves—a matter that may be doubted, from the apathy 
which prevails at the present moment. The arrival of the 
Cossacks might, however, brush up our rusting energies— 
that is, if the people had any thing worth their while to 
contend for. As to fighting for the preservation of the rot- 
ten boroughs, or virtual representation, or hereditary legis- 
lation, or the house that Jack built—it is ridiculous to sup- 
pose that any body would, who could help it. Nor would 
the people be vei y partial to fighting, to keep Mr. Canning, 
or Lord Eldon, in office. Of the one they have had 
enough—of the other too much already. If some rough 
Cossack ‘soldier were metamorphosed into a Chancellor, 
there would not be more misery result from Chancery 
suits; and if Mr. Canning were to be displaced by a 
savage of Siberia, our foreign relations would be in quite 
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as appropriate hands. There are Church and State, to 
be sure, to fight for; but the host of the priesthood might 
take care of the one - and the standing army of the other 


if they could. The people have no very great frenzy of 
affection for either; and as for the blessings of taxation, 
the Cossacks might oblige Mr. Justice Bayley, by col- 
lecting them with as much tidelity as his present patrons ; 


though they might not suffer so much of the refreshing 
dew to fall in his paddock. That, however, is his busi- 
ness, and not ours. Let the law, which has beem so 
bountiful in its ahem of others, look to itself. 


MORE OF THE OV ER “POPULAT ION CRY. 
To the Editor. 


Sir, Oct. 1, 1823. 

In your publication of to-day, is 2 mote signed ‘ James 
Macphail’ inclosing an extract from an anonymous letter 
to the Editor of the “ Labourers Friend’? on the subject 
of population. It was hardly fairin Mr. Macphail to sup- 
press the greater part of the corr. spondence, since justice 
to an enemy even requires that he should be heard. The 
Editor of the *‘ Labourers Friend” is a good and worthy 
man, and by 1nference Lconclude his fmend Mr. Macphail 
is also a respectable person, meaning well and doing what 
he thinks may be useful. 

ido not therefore mean to impute any thing improper to 
him, in publishing the extract. But I request of you to 
give insertion to that portion of the letter to the Editor of 
the “ Labourers Friend’? which Mr. Macphail omitted to 
send to you. 

‘The reason of addressing the Editor of the ‘‘ Labourers 
Friend’”’ was this. In that publication the “ middling and 
upper classes” were called esis to assist the “lower 
classes” and many ways were pointe’ out by which they 
might accomplish the benevolent but mistaken Editov’s 
wishes, In the number of June last, an appeal was made 
to the two first named classes, and great stress was laid on 
an erroneous expectation, that those clases would concur 
wiih the Editor; this it was that caused the Editor to be 
addressed as ailuded to. 

ln the number of the Labourer’s Friend published on the 
first of August, notice was taken of the communication, 
which caused the following letter to be sent. 


August 5th, 1823. 
“ Sir,—That you are a sincere friend to the working, 
classes, Is most fully proved by the exertions you are pe. 
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petually making to benefit them. I too am, and have long 
been a fellow labourer in the same good cause. If indeed 
care little comparatively for any of the other classes ; be- 
cause 1 know, that when the working people are well off, 
all are well off: and because I know that when the work- 
inx people are in that state, which you have so truly and 
feelingly deseribed i: youraddress to the “ middle classes,” 
all other classes are not so well off, and by far less com- 
fortable, than they might be. In much of wiiat you say, 
I concur most heartily. In all your wishes for the w vel- 
fare of the people, I concur wholly ; but in some of your 
proposals, I do not coucur, because | fear that they would 
not produce the effects you anticipate; but on the contrary 
would in no very long time, make the mass ef the com- 
munity here as wretched, and as ignorant, as are our 
most unfortunate bretherenin Ircland. But althoush this 
is m:y Opinion of some of your proposals, [ should take 
shame to myself, if [ were for a moment io doubt your 
good intentions, and I shoud act with singular injustice. 
were I to accuse youof desiring io sce the consequences 
which appear to me inevitably to result from your propo- 
sals, and | claim from you, the same tolerance. 

You mistakingly enough, for | am sure it ean proceed 
from nothing else, impute to me “ hostility to the numbers, 
to the know ledge, to the resources of our industrious 
fellow countrymen.” I, however, beg you to beliove 
that | am for enabliny them to use all their resonrees ; and 
as to their knowledge, 1 am old encergh to be abie to cain- 


pare the working-man of the present day, with the wock- 


ing-man of 40 years ago ; and to feel exhilirated at the 
increase of knowledve the comparison exiibits. But while 
1 do this, | most feelingly deplore, that with this increase 
of knowledge, and with habits as superior as can well be 
conceived, they should be all but infinitely worse “i in 
other respects, and ti.is brings me to your charge of “ hos- 
tility to their numbers.”’ 

lam for having the largest number possible of people 
that can be so supplied with labour, as to enable them to 
earn as much money as will provide them with good 
clothes, good lodgings, good food, and 200d sciiool 
education for their children : ; but | am not a can- 
didate for such a rapid increase in their number, 
as will deprive a reasonably industrious man of any one 
of fhe things I have named. But Sir, ag can the work- 
ing man be thus employed and thus paid, if so many peo- 
ple be produced, that all the work ake can be done to 
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profit by (and nobody can long give employment unless he 
profit by it, and no reasonable man will expect that they 
should give employment, without receiving profit, even 
if they could. ) Uf when all this work is done, there are 
stilla large number of persons for whom no employment 
canbe found, will: not the unemployed undersell those 
who are employed, until the consequences are produced, 
which as I before observed, you so feclingly and properly 
deplore. And will not any society so constituted, be- 
come toa very consilerabie exteat vicious ¢ 

Look to the males, see what a number are doomed 
to wretchedness, to vice, end crime. But you have looked 
and have described them yourself. And now f ask you 
sir, would not the community be bs price rapper uot 
a vast quantity of vice be res.eved, ifall these wretched, 
vicious useless peopic te were out of per mye And would 
not society have been greatly improved, had none of these 
unfortunate and criminal people bee! 1 called i into existence | 
[n this you must | think concur. You will agree with me 
1 am sure, that it is mucn better to fave two millions ot 
human beings comfortable, happy, intelligent, and virtu- 
ous, than eleven millions; out of which one millioa shall 
be vicious and unhappy themselves, and all the rest in 
consequence thereof, worse provided tor than they other- 
wise would be, 

This is a true picture of the present state or our coun- 
try. How then can ibe in “ hos tility to the number of 
our industrious fellow countrynien! * 1 am fer having 
as many people as can be plac sed in desirable cireamstan- 
ces and for increasing their number, as society Improves 
and can provide for them; and believe me they can only 
be provided for in comfort, in proportion as capital to pro- 
vide labor accumulates. If people are produced faster than 
the accumulation of capital, no means can be devised, which 
will prevent poverty and vice to a proportionate oxtent 
20 project for employing people beyond this has ever suc- 
ceeded, and none ever cau suce ‘eed. You call the propo- 
sal“ detestable,” and you tell me “ God will punish those 
who circulate papers so dreadfully at variance with the law 
of God and man.” | 

I Sir, am not one of those, likely to break any of God’s 
laws, or man’s laws, and sure lam, that there is nothing 
inthe paper alluded to which is at variance with either. 
[know of no human law, and yet | know something of 
human laws ;1 know of no human laws on which the 
proposal infringes. And as for the divine law, it may be 
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considered as comprised in the words as we find them ip 
the Scriptures. ‘Be fruitful, multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue ‘t.’’ 

Here is the divine command, but man is not com- 
manded to have no discretion; he is not commanded 
wholly to set aside his reason, to act as if he were a 
brute, and to produce as many children as he can, regard- 
less of the misery he may biing upon his race. No, he 
has reason given to him, for the purpose of preventing 
his producing this misery, and he is expected to use it. 
Reason is the Talent, and she must not “ layit up ina 
napkin.’’ Nature prompts the sexes to an early union ; 
reason shews the consequence, and to a considerable ex- 
tent restrains them ; and thusall the children that might 
be produced, are not produced ; but would it not be ab- 
surd to say that this was infringing the divine command ; 
and it isnotat the least unreasonable to say, that such 
precaution as may present vice, cr me, and misery, ought 
not to be used. Our prejudices do inde ed blind us most 
lamentably. 

Then followed the extract given in the last number of 
the Dwarf, to which was appended the ‘ollowing — post- 
script. | 
—* Pray take a, retrospect of the last 30 years, and find 
if you can, aay rensonable ground of hope, that the 
‘* MIDDLE CLASSES” will concur in any measure which 
may tend to improve the condition of the laboring classes, 
be assured you will find no ground for any such hope. 
Some few you will doubtless find, but they will be very 
few. Surely I nced not press this point, bevond an appeal 
to your own experience. 

NOTE BY THE EDITOR.—We will ere long take np the 

stion of population, ou which so many contradictions 

oT csdsson: prevail. It seems necessary to try the various 
svstems by a little common sense, which we do not think 
has yet been applied to the subject. 


 “*Betters of the B! (tek Dart. 
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From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Rev. 
Mr. J. Corrie, of Birmingham. 





Rev. Mr. Spry’s Liseracity ! 
Sir, | perceive that it fell to your lot to propose the health 
of the Rev. Mr. Spry, at the late meeting in honour of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Ido not blame your 
presence on that cccasion. 1 think you ought to have 
been present; for men of your rank and influence in 
society ought always to be ready to maintain the trath: 
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ai. w ueiena tne mgnt; and never were right and truth 
surrounded by more inveterate enemies—or more needed 
the championship of the able and independent. But I 
look in vain to your language, and to your conduct for 
the justification of your presence ;—and nothing but the 
remembrance of your coronation harangue could induce 
nie to believe that you were prescat; or, if present, that 
you could have made use of the language attributed to 
you. You could not be the dupe of “the “ liberal senti- 
ments,’’ which you were aware, must in the lips that 
uttered them, be mere verbiage ; and a verbiage contra- 
dicted by the whole tenor of the conduct of the speakers. 
And pray what is the meaning of the following sen- 
tence :—‘ It was for those possessed of power and 
“di onity to hold the language of conciliation: it was for. 
“the feeble partly to receive every overture, as he had 
“no doubt they weuld receive this, in the same truly 
“Christian temper in which it originated.” Is this the 
language of the Dissenters of the. present day‘ Is this 
the lancu: ige of the Whigs of Birmingham in 1823. Are 
the disciples of Priestley, and the admirers of Fox, sunk 
to this pitch of degradation? Do their leaders con- 
fess themselves the wouker r party, aud beg conciliation, 
at any sacrifice, from their confessed superiors? I should 
have thought that power should be catled upon to use 
the language of justice; and that no party with truth on. 
their side would be feeble enough to sacrifice it to a 
hollow desire of concihation. Mr. Osler’s praise of the 
bishop may be gg enough :—and if it be, Mr. Osler 
has no merit in it, for he “candi diy tells us he knows 
but litle of him. He took all upon credit and beltef, 
as he takes the piety and benevolence of the whole 
bench; but he entirely omitted to notiee the “ big 
blessing’ which the bishop had conferred upon the 
tow, by present ting Mir. Spry with the hving of the 
Free Church. It was left for you, sir, to give thanks for 
this favour; and you did it in tie following words :—~ 
‘“ Acts of. pecuniary munificence, however noble, are of 
“ trifling value when compared with the inestimable 
“ benefit whicha town like this must: derive from a spirit 
“of forbearance, of moderation, of conciliation, in persons 
‘who occupy stations of authority aud iufluence; and 
‘there is nothing for which the venerable prelate can 
“more deserve our gratitute than for having placed 
amongst us SO pcwe ful an advocate of those generous 
“ sentiments : ’—meaning the Rev, Mr. Spry, whose 


Se 
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health you then proposed. Now, sir, you knew, nobody 
better than you, that if this praise was at all deserved, it 
was by some very recent reform in the reverend gentle- 
man, the proofs of which ought to have been furnished 
for the advantage of those who, like myself, are ignorant 
of them. IT remember that w hen forbearance was pecu- 
liarly desirable. this reverend gentleman converted the 
pulpit of the Free Church into a meduim of unqualified 
abuse of mea much better than himself. The publication 
of his sermons, and his conduct as a magistrate, are known 
to you :—but I cannot believe you are aware ofthe rancor- 
ous hatred which he once bore to the dissenters, or you 
would have demanded his recantation of certain opinions 
before you had deemed your reputation safe ini:is company 
at: puklie dinner. A correspondent writes to me as fo}- 

lows :—* Let Spry speak for himself. In a sermon preach- 
‘ed at some town in the West of England, against the 
* Bible Society, (for publishing ry which remour said he was 
“rewarded by the presentation of our Chi Chureh) he 
“ uses these words :—Page 13, * fit . 
* things, the dissenters as a body, must be hostile to the 
“Church.” Again, p. 57;-—* Still less does it become tie 
“ members of the church, to extend the meht hand of fel- 
“ lowship to these, her inveterate foes ;” Ou e more, p. 22 
‘‘ They, the members of the Church of England have been 
“taught to believe that there are such thingsus dangerous 
‘errors in faith, as well as practice; that HERESY and 
‘“ SCHISM, are DAMNING SINS, as well aS MURDER and 
“ ADULTERY!” ‘This isa very decent shew of liberality for 
Mr.Corrieto praise so highly : and it is not merely as affect- 
ing the reverend Mr. Spry, but also as it regards the bishop 
that it should be noticed, ifrumour should be right,in assign- 
ing the reward of the free church to this HOSTILITY to the 
DISSENTERS! The one publishes his enmity; and the other 
rewards him for it, to shew his approbation of the spirit. 
Had the bishop done his duty, he would not have sent a man 
into a tewn like Birmingham who was capable of uttering 

such sentiments: forif acted upon ina place where the 
‘* feeble party” bas shown some trifling symptoms of not 
liking to oe trodden under foot, they were likely to hight 
up the torch of discors, aad set the town a second ne In 
fluiies, to the glory of the Church militant and the ho- 
nour of King George! This detractsa httle from the 
amiability] of the virtues of the venerable prelate: but 
what becomes of your eulogy ? You may say, Mr. Spry has 
turned from the evil of his ways; but will he admit this ? 


oe Cery nature oj 


-_~ 
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Will he recant his opinion of the dissenters. f read ily 
erant that at a public dinner, he may propose the health 
of the dissenting ministers, and declare that ‘* a more sin- 
cere friend of religious freedom did not exist—than him- 
self ;’? but does Mr. Corrie believe him ¢ 

It is usual to say these matters are mere things of cus- 
tom, and mean nothing .—mere complimentary delusions 
that pass like shadows, and are thought ofno more. To 
this plea, I have nothing to reply, except that it was to 
have been hoped there were some few who possessed 
nerves strong enough to sct —— at defiance, when 
reason and fe eling must be outrage 
at the shrine. |! rematn, Sir, 


Yours, &e. 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


N. B. I perceive that one Whig toast out of heenty 
satisfied Mr. Osler. Commend me to his diseretion; bat 
he has a good excuse for proposing the bishop. it was 
ater twenty toasts had been disposed of; and all bumpers, 
as the report goes. Pray how many had been give: 
before you proposed Mr. Spry ? 


i) before we can knee, 


Peers. fh Oo ae eee 


From the Black Dwarf in London to the Fellow Bonz 


ag HCP. 





MORE SHAVERS !—THE GHOSTS OF THE WHISKERS! 
Ah! my old yellow fric 1G, it is truly fortunate that | 
am alive to corres; ond with thee on the present subject. 
| have been in unsuspectcd danger. It was not merels 
the ministers in my front, the Attorne v-General and the 
Judges on my two flauks, and the creat Captain of the 
W hiskers watehit ig for an Oppo rtunity of striking a sly 
blow :—but there wer re others in ambush besides the Rank, 
and more recently the Bridze-street Gang. Bless me! to 
What ultimate destiny, am i reserved, to escape so mauy 
enemies. But Ihave not teld thee who the newly dis- 
covered enemies were. No less important, f assure thee, 
than the Northumberland and Newe: isile V here Com- 
pany of Yeomanry! L cannot charge my memory with 
ever having tieard of them refore: but I suppose tt ley are 
the heroes who put down the one hundred thousand 
men in buckram, which some nolle lord conjured up in 
his sleep, and said were running about the county, of 
Northumberland. As they were tever heard of after- 
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wards, I suppose these volunteers killed and de- 
voured them. And | now learn that their fangs have 
been watering for me. They have been at my elbow’ 
like the figure of death in the prints, at the shoulder of 
the poor mortals who were thoughtlessly pursuing their 
ordinary ayocations. Thank heaven, they have been as 
harmless to me, as the picture would have been ; but I 
tremble at the remembrance that they might have eaten 
me. Had I gone to Newcastle, instead of to Birmingham, 
I should certainly have been destroyed. Mercy on me 
What an escape. I will tell thee how I learnt this, when 
I have recovered myself a little. These fellows have had 
an inspection lately ; and a Lieutenant Colonel Sir Tho- 
mas Hankin complimented them—Olh ! how he did com- 
pliment. He had seen many regiments, but he never 
saw such fellows as these. He had faced as many things, 
as the tailor in the Taming ofthe Shrew, but he had never 
faced such fellows as these before! He never complimen- 
ted. That was out of his way—but he would ask anybody 
who had ever seen any thing, whether they had ever 
seen any thing like what they were then seeing. He 
beats the great Captain of the Whiskers hollow in his elo- 
cution. He does not :mitate the man 


“ Who now to sense, 97) now to nonsense, 
“ Means not, but us +tcis round about his meaning.” 


He goes directly to the point, and says he never saw 
such things before. 

The next day they had a dinner, to give one Captain 
Brown a silver ctip, in commemoration of his exploits ; 
but whether lic had killed any successor of the great boar 
pig, destroyed by St. George, which tradition has mag- 
nificd into a dragon, or atiy descendant of the dun cow 
which Guy of Warwiek knocked on the head—or what 
other exploit he had achieved, I do not know, and there- 


fore cannot tell thee. Even the chairman who presented 
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the cup, seemed to be sadly at a loss for anything to say 
of Captain Brown, in the soldier line of business ; though 
he complimented him highly upon his peaceable propensi- 
ties. However he made up in his praise of the troop, of 
which he was one, what he fell short of in the praise of 
the Captain; and from his lips f learn the nature of 
my danger. He said the period which called them toge- 
ther was one in which “ they saw their country disturbed 
by revolutionary spirits, and endangered by domestic foes. 
They had not been insensible to the callof their country, 
they had rose in defence of her institutions ; they had 
placed Captain Brown at their head ; and they flattered 
themselves they and Captain Brown had hastened the 
dawn of that brighter day which now broke upon their 
country.” But what did they Jo, thou wilt ask? Don’t 
be impertinent. They put Captain Brown at the head of 
the troop ! and that did very well—almost as well as ifthe 
troop had been at the head of Captain Brown ! 

I must leap, however, from Capt. Brown to Capt. Bell, 
to give thee a correct idea of these gallant heroes; for 
‘Captain Brown speaks as moderately of himself as a man— 


“ Who never yet set squadron in the field. 
‘* Nor the division of a battle knew 
“ More than a spinster.” i 


Captain Bell, on the contrary, is of the true Bobadil race— 
a very copper-captain! Hear what he said; and remem- 
ber that thy poor little friend was one of the terrible de- 
magogues Which it was the object of this valiant company 
of yeomaury volunteers to destroy. ‘‘ Captain Bell said, 
‘“ he felt proud in belonging to a corps of yeomanry that 
“ had come forward ata crisis of peril, for constitutional 
‘purposes. Some, it was true, had accused them of tak- 
“ing up arms to crush the liberties of their country. The 
‘“ allegation was false in the extreme. Those who recol- 
“lected the unsettled state of a great portion of the people 
‘‘ —-misled by wicked and designing demagogues, in [819. 
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‘—must feel persuaded that the measure resorted to, oi 
“ organizing voluntary corps of yeomanry, was a measure 
“ pregnant with salvation to the rights, the dearest rights 
“ and privileges of Englishmen. Was it not patriotic to re- 
“sist the inroads of anarchy ¢ Was it not the part ofa good 
‘‘ man to curb the licentiousness of an overhearing faction 4 
“Was it not his duty to step forward in defence of what 
“ was most dear—our wives, families, and peaceful dwel- 
‘“ lings; for had the designs of the mischievous prevailed, 
“ desolation and ruin would have overwhelmed all that 
“was good and valuable in the institutions of society. 
‘* We became armed voluntee!s to oppose the most danger- 
“ous set of demagogues that ever menaced a country. 
‘“‘ Had they succeeded in their machinations, instead of be- 
“ holding Old England one of the greatest and happiest 
‘ of nations, our dear native land would indeed have been 
“ degraded. Thank God it was otlerwise, and he could 


} 


“ not help thinking that the Lumble endeavours of the 
“ yeomanry corps had mainly contributed to the restora- 
“tionof a healthy political feeling throughout the 
“country.” I never read a fiercer speech in my life; 
and £ wonder [ never heard of these heroes before.— 
Where can they have hid themselves tor these four 
years past? Insome deep coal-pit perhaps, waiting 
in ambush to shoot itinerant orators; only none of them 
happened to go so far North. What a pity they were not 
marched to town on the occasion of the Queen’s funeral ! 
To have participated in the murders of Honey and Fran- 
cis, would have been a fine feather in their caps. Or they 
might have been stationed at the doors of Westminster 
Abbey, at the coronation foolery, instead of the prize- 
fighters who were instructed to turn the Queen from the 
entrance. I perceive this yeomanry corps was born in 
1819; and | presume after the massacre at Manchester : 
and we are told the organization of these fellows became 
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pregnant with salvation to the dearest rights and pri- 


‘ileges of Englishmen!’ What a pity the corps has not 
cveen delivered yet of this salvation! 1 am_ afraid their 
pregnancy was something like the pregnancy of that 
celebrated good old Lady, Johanna Southcott whic’ 
turned out to be a dropsy after all; and instead of 
a Messiah being born, the prophetess died. The cases 
are very similiar. The Salvation and the Shiloh are both 
absent ; and the would-be-gossips of the Christening have 
t2 look for other consolation. Capt. Bell asks—* was it 
‘‘ not patriotic to res.st the inroads ofanarchy ?’’ Ohdear, 
yes, Captain Bell, certainly :—and it would have been 
patriotic also to have resisted the inroads of despotism ; 
but that was not a resistance to Captain Bell’s taste. He 
is only a one-eyed politician ; and does not see that cutting 
the throats of the people is at all objectionable, provided 
it be done with the approbation of the minister. Again 
he asks—‘ was it not the part of a good man to curb the 
‘‘licentiousness of an overbearing faction?’ Yes, Cap- 
tain Bell: andif you had been a good man, you would 
have whetted sou sword, not against your poorer coun- 
irymen, but egainst that “licentious faction,” of which 
Lord Castlereagh was the head, and little Vansittart the 
tail-piece. If you had been a good man, Captain Bell, 
yon would have looked for your “ wicked demagogues’’ 
among the borough-plunderers of the people; and your 
troop would have been ordered to make a grand charge 
through the ranks of a certain notorious majority, who 
have destroyed the dearest rights and privileges of Eng- 
lishmen. But Captain Bell stepped forward to defend his 
own wife, family, and dwellings, by cheering on the 
ministerial blood-hounds of Manchester to the destruction 
of the wives and children of the reformers !—to prevent 
desolation by spreading it without provocation! Oh, 
Captain Bell! Captain Bell! ‘Thou art wise enough to 
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‘be the hero of a ballad: and thy heroism should be the 
theme of every ragged minstrel. 


There was a gallant captain, as I’ve heard tell -— 
Hey diddle, ho diddte, hey! 


And they called this gal.ant captain, Captain Bell. 
Diddle, diddle, diddle, | 1ey diddle, hey ! 


There was a gallant captain, as I’ve heard say ; 


Hey diddle, ho diddle, ho? 
Who at lead did he—why he talk’d away ! 
Diddle, diddle, diddle, hey diddle do. 


There was a gallant captain as I’ve heard sworn, 
Hey diddle, ho diddle, ho! 


Who will die one di iy, assure as be was born, 
Widdle, didile, diddle, hey diddle ho. 


\nd when the gallant captain dies—lack, lack-a-day ! 
liey diddle, ho diddle ho! 
The world will be surprized to find he has no more to say. 


Diddle, diddle, diddle, hey diddle do? 

I could not hitchin “ the humble endeavours of the 

yeomanry corps which have mainly contributed to the 

restoration of a healthy political teeling ;’? but I may 
add in plain prose, that the endeavours, with the excep- 
tion of the Manchester throat cutting, have been humble 
indeed :—and Captain Re!l may think himself fortunate 
that he was not called upon to imitate his Manchester 
brethren ; for liad the experiment been tried anywhere 
else, | am inclined to think, that the ferocious monsters 
would have been treated in a very different manner: and 
few of them been left alive to receive thanks for blood- 
-thirsty dispositions. 

It was very foolish. on the part of this yeomanry corps 
to chronicle themselves, on the point of their extinction 
-asa corps. With wheat at moderate prices, yeomanry 
corps are not required. They are only requisite scare- 
crows of the ministry, when-the people are unreasonable 
enough to refuse to starve in quiet: And as for the 

demagogues,’’ I question whether ever one of them 
heard of this Captain Bell—to whom I can give no better 
advice than to take care low he rings a peal which may 
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gather more listeners than admirers. Congratulating my-. 


self that neither Bel nor the Dragon have yet made any 
inroad On my nerves, 
I remain, 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


oomneae 

















“THe PotrrrcaL ReMatns, oR Last Dyrnc Speece anv Con- 
FEssion OF THomas Oscter.’—Chronic¢le, 25 Sept. 1823. 


--_———-—— 


To the Editor of the Birmingham Chronicle. 

Srr,—I have just been favoured with your third application fora 
report of the remarks with which I introduced the healthof the Lord 
Bishop and Clergy of the Diocese, at the dinner given on the 10th 
inst., and cannot but feel flattered by the trouble you have taken to 
obtain acorrect account of an incident which (but forthe notice that 
se many of my worthy townsmen have condescended to take of it) 
I shonld have deemed too trifling to have dwelt five minutes in the 
recollection of any one. 

The lists of toasts previously arranged, I believe, did not.exceed 
twenty, and those having been ingeneral very briefly proposed were 
exhausted perhaps rather earlier than was expected, which led the 
Chairman publicly, and in the most good-natured manner, to re- 
quest the assistance of those around him. Several supplemental 
toasts were accordingly drunk, and amongst others, I was requested 
by gentlemen whosat near me to givethe onealready mentioned, 
some of them observing that it would come with a better grace from 
a Dissenter, than from a member of the establishment. As I thought 
the same, and as the little I knew of his Lordship’s character incli- 
ned me to respect it, I willingly proposed his health and, as near- 
ly as I can remember, with the following remarks :— That whilst 
we had paid that tribute of respect to every public functionary who 
was connected with the town or county, we had omitted one whose 
rank entitled him evento precedence. I should therefore beg the 
chairman’s permission to propose the health of a Right Rev. Pre- 
late, venerable from his advanced age, amiable from his virtues, 

and elevated by his station; a Prelate who had fora Jong series of 
years been a member of a Bench which I sincerely believed to have 
been dist inguished for its learning, piety, and moderation.” 


No. 15, Vol, XI. 
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These, I believe, were the very words which I am informed some 
persons gravely accuse me of having induced you, siz, to suppress. 
I repeat them, not as having been uttered inadvertently, or as the 
mere verbiage which far more circumspect men than myself appear 
to think justifiable on the introduction of a toast, but as expressing 
my real sentiments; and I should esteem the candour and intelli- 
gence of that Dissenter who witholds from the genera] character 
of the Episcopal Bench of England the praises I have here ascribed 
to it, as lightly as I do the discernment of those wiseacres, who, in 
the ordinary act of courtesy here adverted to, can see nothing 
short of an acquiescence in the theological tenets of our Church, 
and an approbation of its political alliance with the Civil Govern- 
inenf, 

And as the phrase, “ whilst I am on my legs,” is the usual apo- 
logy for more last words in a epeaker, so, while the penis in my 
hand, sir, (and for the information of that part of my neighbours 
who, though not present on this occasion, have been so kind as to 
honor my “ sayings” with their notice,) I will add, that in the 
course of a few observations towards the close of the evening, (and 
which called forth the concluding speech of our distinguished guest) 
I earnestly thanked Mr. Spry for the truly manly and honorable 
testimony which he had borne to the good sense, good temper, and 
unimpeachable loyalty of the humbler classes of our fellow-towns- 


men. I have long been persuaded, that either in the ebullitions of 
political intemperance, or the mischievous delusions of self-impor- 


tance, or by the baser whisperings of sycophancy, the ears of bis 
Majesty’s Ministers have been abused on this subject; and had 
not the ‘character of our respectable artizans been so ably and 
honestly; vindicated by the Rev. Gentleman already mentioned, 
my own feeble efforts to do them justice should not have been 
wanting. 

Lastly, Sir, in defence of my Whigship (which on this occa- 
sion has been as roughly handled as my Dissentership,) and as a 
just acknowledgment of the liberality and good taste of the indivi- 
duals to whom we are primarily indebted for the late visit of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, I will observe, that at the recent 
festive meeting, every topic connected with party feeling was not 
Jess successfully than laudably avoided. 





—— 
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The health of His Majesty was accompanied by what is usually 
considered to be a Whig sentiment; and that of his Ministers 
was quickly fellowed by the same compliment to a distinguished 
Nobleman who was known to the company as the constant politi- 
cal opponent of Administration. 

As far as I can perceive, Sir, nothing is easier than to sepa- 
rate the opinions, and the conduct too, of any member of the 
present Cabinet, from those of his Colleagues. In the late Pre- 
sident of the Board of Trade, therefore, we gratefully recognized 
only the active, steady, and enlightened friend of Commerce; and 
in the present Chancellor of the Exchequer we saw only a dili- 
gent, honest, and intelligible Expositor of our financial situation ; 
so that, till I am convinced it is of no importance to one of the 
largest unrepresented and commercial towns in the kingdom to 
cultivate, with such a Minister as Mr. Robinson, that reciprocal 
and peculiar species of good opinion which can be engendered 
ouly by personal intercourse, I believe I shall never regret the 
occurrence which has led to this proltx intrusion on your columns. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
THOMAS OSLER. 





THE PROVINCIAL PRESS. 








The prostitution of the London Press is proverbial. 
With scarcely an exception, it has no other object in view, 
than to make money, and to obey the commands of its 
patrons. Some journals are mere commercial speculations ; 
and they are as ready to blind, as to inform the public, on 
all occasions, as their interest may dictate either conduct. 
Others are mere party vehicles, and there is as much sin- 
cerity and principle about them, as in a Counsellor’s 
speech on the interested side of a question, or ina judge’s 
summing up in a political prosecution. Others address 
themselves to particular classes, and court patronage by 
dressing up the opinions of their readers in the most 
savory manner :—and others lean upon individual vanity, 
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and the silly pride of self-conceit. But in the metropolis, 
there is a strong fund of common sense, which checks the 
more barefaced prostitution that prevails in the provincial 
districts; where the editor of a ministerial journal pays 
no more regard to truth than a prostitute to chastity ; nor 
auy greater respect to decency, than those wretches who 
have been recently committed to the treadmill for the de- 
ptaved exposure of their persons. The Editar of the 
Leeds Independent is one of these animals—a very pander 
to the delusions on which he lives—a very bully in his 
language, a very slave in his heart—a thing with which 
no man who can stand erect and look an opponent in the 
face, would condescend to associate with. Liar by trade, 
perverter by habit, and slanderer by inclination ; his 
journal is the receptacle of things at which one sickens 
as naturally as at the loathsome sights that turn our 
stomachs in ordinary cases. We have generally much 
higher game to fly at, than to touch an individual carrion 
tike this: but this is a leisure moment. Our ministers are 
‘ooling their time away ; and it is yet too early to compose 
an eulogy on the restoration of Ferdinand to despotic 
ower. We will therefore nail this carrion to our barn- 
oor, and make use of him as. a scare-crow to his silly and 
i hfamous companions. We took the liberty, afew weeks 
ago, to recommend the mass of the inhabitants of Leeds 
uot to trouble themselves about a proposed commutation 
of certain tithes, which the vicar found it difficult to col- 
lect, and therefore wished, very naturally on his part, to 
hit upon a mode by which he could get paid without 
jronble. We did not censure Mr. Wilson for his genero- 
sity, or question his disinterestedness. Nor did we blame 
the rich for any use they might make of their money. But 
we do think that the principal object of the priesthood of 
t 12 established Church, is to get money. Their creed is 
: heit capital in trade, the Churches are their workshops ; 
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aud the tythes are the great object of their ambition.— 
There are exceptions: but the priest who could rob a poor 
man of his bible, or of his household furniture, to satisfy 
clerical rapacity, has no right to expect more mercy than. 
he shews. The editor, to whom we have alluded, says 
that to reprovate clerical rapacity, is to “ generate atheism 
and infidelity.’ The blockhead is not worth treating with 
a serious answer. His long ears. cover his face, and pre- 
vents his teeth from being seen. ‘The world in general is 
far more disposed to think that a. priest who displays the 
inefficiency of his doctriné to influence his own conduct, is 
the author of the disrespect which he entails upon hig 
creed. When they cannot make themselves Christians; 
there is but little hope of their converting others. This 
simpleton says—“ If it be granted there should be minis= 
ters to preach the gospel, it will surely not be denied that 
they ought to be maintained : and if so, where is it to 
come from?” This is a pretty question to ask, ina coun- 
try where the established pri¢sthood consume eight or ten 
millions annually ; ina country where the priests of about 
six millions of nominal attendants consume more than all 
the priesthood of the whole Christian world besides. To 
see the priesthood of such a Church, sneaking into pig- 
styes, to count farrows ; running after hens in a farm-yard 
to see that no chickens are hatched without paying them 
tribute—enquiring after eggs and cabbages, and demand- 
ing smoke-pence and Easter offerings, with all the impu- 
dence of sturdy beggars or imposing knayes—is, monstrous. 

Let the state provide for its religion in a reputable manner, 

and not redace its ministers to the collection of vexati- 

ous trifles from those who neither want their instructions, 

nor adopt their tenets. The Leeds Independent lays the 
blame upon “ some desperate men who profess to hate all 
unnecessary expenditure.’’ We do not see what desperation 
there is in this ; but there is great prudence, and great 
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justice in it; and where expenditure is unnecessary, we 
think it ought to be avoided. The consequences, it is said, 
will be to leave “ one part of the ministry in beggary !”’ 
This is a sad confession for the simpleton to make ; for it 
is an admission on his part that a part of the ministry could 
not live if society were not compelled to keep them : and 
our answer is, that society ought not to be compelled to 
pay for labours which it does not need. A state religion 
is not necessary for any religious purposes ; though it may 
be requisite to cover the hollow pretences of that rotten 
hypocrisy which reduces religion to the degraded condi- 
tion of a handmaid to selfish and worldly interests. It is 
this disposition which makes men— 


“ — fall out like mad, or drunk, 
“ For dame religion, as for punk.” 


We hold acts of parliament, in many instances, in such 
utter contempt, that we never look to them for an argu- 
ment, nor place any value upon their authority. They 
are the will and the caprice of the ministerial bashaws of 
the day ;—sometimes good, often bad, and still more fre- 
quently of utter indifference. Bosides, we happen to be 
of opinion that an act of parliament is not necessarily a 
law that an honest man should obey. If the people were 
repeesented in parliament, fairly and fully, then we should 
hold them bound by the statutes enacted. At present 
obedience 1s a matter of prudence; and when a bad law 
exists, to evade its operations is the duty of all who deem 
it bad. The Leeds simpleton quotes an act of 8 William 
Ill. &. 6. to shew that small tythes not amounting to above 
the yearly value of forty shillings; and all offerings, 
oblations, and obventions, that shall be due according to 
the rights, customs, and prescriptions, shall be recover: 
able by complaint to two or more justices of the peace. 
But these rights, customs, and prescriptions, depend 
upon the establishment of the rights, customs, and pre- 
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scriptions, at a period anterior to any evidence that can be 

adduced; and it is easy to show that the Chureh has mis- | 
appropriated both the great tythes and the small, as well 

as the gratuitous offerings of the people. We are, however, 
aware that judges might be found in our day, to support 
the Church in all its claims; and we are truly glad to see 
that the evil hath wrought its own cure in another way. 
A very slight resistance to the payment, renders the ex- 
action of the offertngs more costly than the offerings are 
worth. A stedfast refusal to pay them has succeeded in a 
hundred parishes. Some priesis are ashamed of the en- 
forcement of the robbery of those who can barely main- 
tain themselves: and others, who have not the grace to 
be content with enough, are looking out foran indemnity 
for what they see they must lose in the shape of petty 
plunder. We do not blame the prudence that abandons 
the poor, to fasten upon the rich; but it was a duty to 
inform those who were not disposed to subscribe, that 
there was no compulsion in the matter; and that the 
arrangement, ifentered into,might prove “ all a cheat.” If 
the priest meant fairly towards the parish, he should have 
offered to commute all his tythes, fees, &c. for a stated re- 
venue. To sell what he could not collect, is no great 
iustance of his liberality ;—and we wished the matter to 
be clearly understood; for we knew that an attempt 
wouid be made to raise the money, not from the rich ex- 
clusively, but from all who could be induced to contribute. 
Accordingly we are informed that, in a sermon preached 
on Sunday fortnight, “the Rev. Miles Jackson very 
feelingly (no doubt) but delicately alluded to the pro« 
posed plan of extinguishing the most objectionable portion 
of the vicarial tythes in this parish; and in the most 
pathetic language strongly inculcated upon his hearers of 
every rank their bounden duty, as Christians (the old cant) 
to further by their liberal aid, this work of God! (to fill 
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the pocket of the priest) sonobly patronised by the 
munificent donation of Mr. R. F. Wilson.” This worthy 
endeavour on the part of the Rev. Miles Jackson deserves 
more notice than we have space to bestow upon it at pre- 
sent; and we shall merely observe that those who think 
it more a work of God to feed the hungry, than lavish 
superfluity upon competence, will employ their money in 
a better way. This silly editor appends. tothe notice of 
Jackson’s sermon, the following explanatory sentence. 
“ We have heard that several of the parishioners in the 
middle rank of life have never been in the habit of paying 
any dues to the vicar!’ This is odd evidence of rights, 
customs, and prescriptions! They wil! be silly indeed to 
make the custom for themselves. We again repeat that 
this is a business for people who have more money than they 
want. The people have nothing to do withit. Leaving, 
therefore, the Leeds Independent to recommend the pay- 
ment of Easter offerings as essential to the welfare of the 
soul; and to puff Dr. Cafferata,* asthe best physician for. 
the body, we take our leave of him with the scorn which 
such beings are calculated to be the subject of. 











JOHN MAINWARING’S CASE. 





‘LIABILITY OF ENGLISH WORKMEN TO THE LASH! 
The Editor of the Leeds Mercury has demonstrated that 
there‘is one case on record, in which the word corvection 





* Dr. Cafferata is a knavish impudent quack in physic, as the 
editor of the Independent is in literature. The doctor sends three 
columns of infamous delusions to-the editor; and the editor says— 
“ Wewould recommend to our réaders the perusal of an advertise- 
“mentin the first page of our paper, by Monsieur Caffarata, of 
“ Liverpool; whose wonderful cures of desperate diseases as pro- 
“ved by certificates published in the newspapers quoted therein, is 
“truly astonishing. We are happy in his arrival in this town.” 
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has been construed by the Court of King’s Bench to mean 
corporal punishment by whapmng ; and he calls upon us, 
instead of “ lulling the workmen into a false security,” and 
declaiming against the ‘‘ magistrates of Leeds for correct- 
“ing (why not flogging,in plainer terms) under the 
“ statute, to join with him in the still hegher duty of call- 
‘‘ ing for its repeal.’’ We will readily do this ;—though 
without any hope of the call being attended to; but we 
think the highest duty is to prevent a repetition of such 
barbarily by the exposure of the brutality displayed in the 
present instance. We hold that an atrocity cannot be 
sanctioned by any law. Such an act might disgrace the 
statute-book, but no honest magistrate would lend him- 
self to its execution. And such a decision might disgrace 
the Bench, without making it a whit the more the law of 
the land. We have not lulled the worknien into any 
false security; for we are aware, and have uniformly 
told them, since the Manchester massacre, that it 
mattered not whether they were legally or ille- 
pally dealt with; there was no justice for them 
against the oppression of their superiors. They have no 
protection left but in public opinion ; and ‘the dread of 
exposure. Suppose Sadler were tried for the uncalled-for 
brutality, and there were no law to be construed by the. 
bench in his favour, he might be tried by a special jury of 
Stansfields, and honourably acquitted. We shall never 
admit an atrocious outrage against the first dictates of hu- 
manity can be sanctioned by law! It is to prostitute that 
word, to apply it to a barbarous act of parliament ; or to 
the barbarous construction of the bench. When a law is 
evidently infamous, what are those who administer it with- 
out any necessity? Sadler will not pretend that he was 
obliged to flog Mainwaring. It was his choice to do so. 
That choice could not originate with himself, because it 
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may be presumed he did not know Mainwaring; but took 
all his representations from his master, forbidding the ac- 
cused even to speak in explanation or defence. ‘The law 
was a dead letter, except a bruial cisposition called it into 
action. It was obselete fromits injustice ; and slept as 
many other penal laws sleep, undisturbed. We allow that 
the Editor of the Mercury has done his duty in reprobating 
the law, since the question has keen agitated ; but we 
do not think he has visited the Mayor and Mr. Tenant with 
one half the severity which their conduct deserves ; and 
as for his vouching for the parental kindness of the treat- 
ment of the workmen in the mill of Mr. Stansfield, we 
can only exclaim, ‘“ from such parental kindness, gooa 
Lord deliver us.”’ 

We shall take leave of the subject, by informing the 
labouring classes of England, who may stand in the 
condition of hired servants, it is Mr. Baines’s opinion, sup- 
ported bya decision of the Court of King’s Bench, they 
may be FLOGGED for neglect of duty, in addition to im- 
prisonment and hard labour ; and the workmen who are 
hired servants in the neighbourhood of Leeds, may have 
the additional advantage of being committed upon the ac- 
cusation of their employer by Mr. Sadler, or Mr. Tenant, 
without being heard in their own defence by virtue of a 
secret arrangement ina private room! This is LAW, in 
the nineteenth century, and in “ the envy and admiration 
of the world.” 
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EXPLOITS OF HYLTON JOLLIEFFE, 
And his Company of Political Performers at Petersfield. 








We have lately neglected the manager of the Peters- 
field company; and, indeed, we utterly despair of ever 
doing justice to his extraordinary merits, either in the 











?, 
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management of his concern, or the treatment of his com- 
pany. We must content ourselves, therefore, with being 
the plain historians of his celebrity ; and the mere vehicle 
of communication of his celebrity to the world ; and leave 
those who know him better than we do, to appreciate his 
great and good qualities. The following documents may 
help some future pen to immortalize the patron of Peters- 
field. The first is a pathetic condolence, on the disasters 
which this good gentleman is suffering under at present. 
The claimant of the Mitchell Estates has been with us; 
and has satisfied us that his claim is well-founded. Now 
though we are afraid that it will be some time before his 
right will be legally established, vet we have known 
eases In which right has over-reached both affluence and 
legal chicanery ; and it is enough to alarm a man into 
hysterics to feel that his possession of property depends 
npon a quibble, a quirk, or a fee! Cowling writes us that 
Hylton is about to prosecute him for having a claim to the 
estate. It is asad offence to be sure; but how can Cow- 
ling help being his father’s son, and ,the descendant of 
his ancestors. He is to be indicted, we understand, for.a 
libel ;—that is for exhibiting the certificate of his relation- 
ship, we suppose, for we have not heard of any other 
crime, except that of bestowing upon Squire Hylton a few 
epithets which are pretty well paid for by the rental of the 
estates. The loss of the situation of master of the fox- 
hounds is a sad thing ; but, perhaps, room may be made 
for him as whtpper-in;—for which his own repeated 
whippings, as the Americans would call them, in and out 
of Chancery, must have qualified him most admirably 

Besides if he should be whipped out of Petersfield, to whip 
in to the royal kennels will be a snug retreat.. The but- 
cher-mayor, too, may be :ppointed butcher to the royal 
dogs ; and the whole crew may, perchance, be provided for 
in the neighbourhood of the kennels or the stables. 
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The second article seems rather impertinent. Squire 
Dickenson gives himself a good character ; and so would 
Squire Jolliffe ; and it is not fair to put what one says of 
himself, by the side of what the law says of the other. 
Comparisons are odorous, as Mrs. Malaprop says. 

The third document is a curiosity. What had the fourth 
widow done to offend the church? We cannot understand 
the allusion to the shawl ; though we know that bonzes, 
in their great kindness, are apt to throw their mantle over 
the sins of their neighbours. 





THE JOLIFFE PACK AT FAULT, AND MERS- 
THAM IN MOURNING. 
Mr. Epiror,—From the celebrity your friend Squire 


Hilton has attained in the annals of borough-mongering 
notoriety, we doubt not but your sympathy will be ex- 


‘cited by his present forlorn sitaation,—a claimant to his 


property taking active steps to recover his rights,—the 
profits of his borough fled for ever,—his gallant borough 
agent tiréd of his job, and given notice to quit,—his late 
steward bolted, and his conduct as treasurer of Churcher’s 


College now before the public:—Neglected by his friend 


Mr. Canning, and although, in the language of the House, 
he has stuck close to him for years, no sinecure place or 
emolument has yet.been found ; and even the mastership 
of the hounds, a place he was really qualified for, has 
been bestowed on a rival—his brother too, the Rev- 
W. Jolliffe, stone-mason and bridge-builder, foiled in his 
attempt to get the contract for building of London Bridge, 
Mr. Rennie having successfully opposed him. 

Let me hope, Mr. Editor, with your usual goodness, 
fertile imagination, and mental resources, you will be able 
to offer something at an early opportunity to console this 
‘anhappy family under their accumulated disast ts and 
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distresses, and prevent a poor borough-monger from dying 


with disappointment and despair. 
QUIZ. 


DICKENSON v. JOLLIFFE. 

Mr. Dickenson, M. P. at the Somersetshire meeting 
declared upon his word and honour “* that it had been 
always the rule of his life, when he acted in any way as 
trustee, to separate his own money from the money that 
might have come into his hands as trustee; and that he 
never did, either directly or indirectly, appropriate one 
farthing of such meney to any other than its mtended 
purpose.’’—Quere, Can Mr. Jolliffe and his amiabte co- 
trustees, of Churcher’s College, Petersfield, make the same 
declaration # 


QUIZ. 


“ WHEN SHALL WE THREE MEET AGAIN.” 

Petersfield has now for some years been a celebrated 
spot in this island of boasted freedom, and has produced 
those most notorious public characters, which are the ne- 
cessary appendages to a rotten borough—to wit, 

Robbers of Charities, 
Corrupt Mayors, and 
Packed Juries, Supernumeraries, &c. &c. 

i have to request .you wall add to the list two more 
eminent characters, who (with your old friend the Rev. 
James Cookson, justice of the quorum of electioneering 
notoriety) are very desirous to have their late actions 
recorded in the annals of humanity. The two alluded te 
are Thomas Norris, Esq. and —— Budd, Esq.° justices ; 
and who with their reverend colleague lately met for the 
purpose of granting licenses to publicans. They granted 
them to three widows: to Mrs. Moore, Bat and Ball, 
Broad Halfpenny Hut; to Mrs. Stallard, Five Bells, Buri- 
ton; and to Mrs. Peirson, Fighting Cocks, Petersfield ; 
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they have been widows several years, and have never 
beed refused their licenses. But Mrs. Heather, Drum, 
Petersfield, they refused, and for this sapient reason ; they 
mean to grant licences to no more widows, as they are 
incapable of conducting public houses, no complaint what- 
ever being exhibited against her. Now, if there is any 
law to prevent widows from keeping public houses, they 
have acted wrong in granting licences to the three wi- 
dows before-mentioned: and if there is not a law to that 
effect, they have erred equally in refusing to Mrs. 
Heather her licenceso much for English justice. Such 
justice from a divine who ought to know that “ to visit 
the fatherless and widows in their afiliction,’’ are two of 
the principal Christian duties! What mercy can this politi- 
cal parson justice and his comrades expect from the Great 
Judge ofall? If widow Heather had kept the Turnpike- 
Gate, she would not only have obtained her license, but 
would have been presented with a handsome shawl into 
the bargain. Iam sure you will not refuse to exert your 
pen in the cause of the oppressed widow ; and as I have 
given you the outline, I shall leave you to complete the 
subject as you think most proper. 


INVESTIGATOR. 
Petersfield, Sept. 26, 1823. 
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Mr. HARRISON’S CASE. 
Ze 


To the Editor. 
Most RESPECTED FRIEND, 








it affords me peculiar gratification to have an opportu- 
nity of addressing you once more, ere | leave this state of 
confinement, to thank you for giving me a portion of the 
public press, in the pages of your patriotie publications, 
which have been open to my correspondents, whereby | 
have been able from time to time to acknowledge the 
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numerous favours communicated to me from our Radical 
friends. 

I have further to acknowledge the receipt of £1. 19s. 11d. 
for Joseph Swann and self from our kind friends at Lei- 
cester, which came to hand yesterday, for which I beg 
they will accept my sincere thanks, as a receipt in full of 
all demands. 

I also present my best thanks to the Radicals in general, 
for the liberal support they have afforded me during my 
long and unjust imprisonment. 

The sum received for myself the last thirty months 
amounts to £74. 19s. 2d., out of which ] have remitted 
£18. to my family ; and I think, when the expense of 
clothes, washing, candles, books, papers, and other 
stationary is considered, no one will say I have had too 
much to support me with any degree of comfort; and 
for my part, I cannot say I have had too little, therefore 
you may safely conclude, I have had just enough. 

I am not able to state the amount received the first 12 
months, because our remittances were then divided amongst 
five of us; but I know it would not average as mucli as 
the last two years and a half. 

It has certainly been a great grievance to be so long 
separated from my wife and family. 

Five of my children 1 have never seen whilst I have 
been here, and have seen my wife and two of my sons 
only once, though the distance is scarcely 40 miles. The 
expense of travelling and the inconveniency of visiting 
in such a gaol as this, compelled us to forego the pleasure 
of seeing each other often. 


I thank God, my health and spirits are not in the least 
impaired by my confinement. 1 have learned a little pru- 
dence in political matters; but my zeal in the great cause 
of Radical Reform is notin the least abated; indeed I] 
almost daily see more and more of the necessity of it. 
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The last few weeks of my imprisonment have been re- 
markably cheered by reading Mr. Hunt’s Memoirs, and his 
invaluable addresses to the Radical Reformers, male a. d 
female, of the United Kingdom. Here we have sucha 
fund of information as I never expected to find in one 
work—a work which will be read with avidity a thousand 
years hence; for though, in some instances, it seems border- 
ing upon romance, yet every sentence carries conviction 
of its truth, and makes one almost feel present with its 
high spirited and patriotic author. 

After the expiration of this week I expect to leave 
these scenes of wretchedness and woe, and return to the 
busy, bustling world, to shake hands with my old friends: 
to behold the desire of my eyes, and to hear the pratling 
of my dear babes ; to embark afresh in the cause of my 
oppressed and injured countrymen under a bond of £406 
for my good behaviour. May it please God to keep 
me from the power of evil and enable me serve my gene- 
ration faithfully, zealously, and prudently, the few remain- 
ing days I have to live. 

Wishing youand every honest reformer, health, peace, 
and prosperity, 

I remain, most respected friend, 
Your’s most sincerely, 


JOSEPH HARRISON. 
Chester Castle, Sept. 29, 1823. 





P. S. Since writing the above, we have received from 
the villages of Shelderslow, and Austerlands, near 
Oldam, £1. 1s.; and from a few friends to freedom in 
Rochdale, Lancashire, £2., to be equally divided between 
us; for which we return our sincere thanks, and remain, 

Your’s, &e. 
JoSEPH HARRISON, 
JOSEPH SWANN. 
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MORE LOYAL VIGARIES AT BIRMINGHAM. 
To the Editor. 
RESPECTED Sir, 

Although you have so recently given some of our res- 
pectable townsmen (for all who happened to possess a little 
property are considered respectable, if theit moral conduct 
be adisgrace to human nature) a good flogging with your 
goose quill; I must beg the favour of you to give them 
another dressing, and sucha one as will make them re- 


>? 
member to behave themselves with a little regard to com- 





mon decency in future. 

I think the application of the birch rod to their pos- 
teriors will not be a sufficient punishment ; if you were to 
lay on them indiscriminately with the horse-whip, or tie 
them up to your whipping-pest, and let them feel the 
cat-o’nine-tails, if would be of much greater service than 
on poor Mainwaring’s back in the House of Correction: 
at Wakefield. But I must leave the manner of your 
flogging them to yourself, and inform you of the ocea- 
tion that calls for it: and when [ have done that, I think 
you will agree with me that they “ richiy desetve it.” 

You must know then, that there are two bands of music 
kept up in this town, which said bands belonged to the 
2d and 5th regiment of the Local Militia when they were 
in existence ; since the disbanding, the musical compa- 
nies retained the name of the 2d and 5th Local Bands 
You must likewise know that there are two fairs kept in 
this town every year ;-—one called the Whitsun-fair, and 
the other the Michaclmas-fair. At these fairs, the high 
and low baliff, constables, magistrates, and other respecta- 
ble gentlemen of the town, attended by the crier, church 
beadles, five men, and a band of. music, proceed, about 
twelve o’clock on the first fair-day, through the principle 
streets and markets, to walk the fair. Now the 2d and 
5th Local Bands, being considered good bands, one at 

No. 15. Vol. XI. 
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them is always employed upon the occasion ; and to pre- 
vent any unpleasant feeling or animosity between the two 
bands, they exchange them every year,—the 2d playing 
one year, aml the 5th the next, and soon. It was the 
turn of the 2d last year, consequently, it was the turn of 
she 5th this year; which, according to custom, they oc- 
cupied last Whitsun fair. But on Mr. Griffiths (the mas- 
ter of the band) going to Mr. Atkins (the standing con- 
stable) to know if the band were to attend according to 
custom, the Michaelmas fair, he was told by Mr. At- 
kins, that he (Mr. Atkins) had received letters from 
several respectable gentlemen, desiring him not to en- 
gage the 5th Local Band, and therefore he must engage 
the 2d in their stead, which he accordingly did, and the 
second had the honor of walking the fair. What, sir, do 


you think the 5th band had done, that they were not to 


be allowed to walk the fair? Got drunk, perhaps, you 
may think, after last fair, and behaved very rudely. No, 
they are said to be very steady men. Did they go with 


their clothes and instruments dirty! No, for they are 
said to be very particular in them. What then, say you, 
was the mighty offence of which they were guilty, te call 
forth letters for conduct past forgiveness. 

Now, Sir, if the 5th band received any regular salary 
from these respectable gentlemen, they might be justified 
in not letting them play for any body else; but that is not 
the case. ‘Phey receive nothing from any source whatever, 
only when they are engaged to play for it ; and they have 
been at great expense themselves in providing muscal 
yastruments, and military uniforms. Consequently, they 
consider themselves at full liberty to play for any body 
who employ them. But it was not playing for any body 
else that gave the offence ; they might have played for 
his Satanic Majesty, and all his loyal subjects in the in- 


ferpal regions, for what these respectable gentlemen would 
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have cared, if they had not played for the Radicals, at 
Mr. Hunt’s dinner and his public entry into Birmingham ; 
but that, and the dinner being held in spite of all their 
endeavours to prevent it, has drove them stark mad; and 
if you do not flog them into their senses, they certainly 
must go to some lunatic asylum. The momentthe dinner 
was announced, they began to shew symptoms of mad- 
ness, and spit their froth upon the walls in a great many 
conspicuous parts of the town, in hopes that it would affect 
the “ lower orders ;’’ but (thanks to the Radical press) 
they know who are the real enemies of the people. The 
froth alluded to, was exhibited in such language as this, 
‘* Church and King for ever! No Radical dinner! 14th 
of July! Go it, my Boys.” ‘“ Down with the Radicals,” 
&e. 

Letters too of various sorts were written, and dispatch - 
ed to Mr. Hunt, (and I suppose to some of the other 
gentlemen who were invited to attend) to prevent their 
attendance ; but he had given his word to attend, and 
that was a sufficient guarantee for its fulfilment, whatever 
obstacles he might meet with. So that the ravings and 
cravings, and threatenings, of these respectable gentlemen 
had no other effect, than to keep a number of timid and 
half hearted souls away from the dinner, who otherwise 
would have been there. 

Iam, sir, with grateful respect, 
Your well wisher, 
And admirer of your radical principles, 


THOMAS LAKINS., 
Migh-sireet, Bordesley, Birmingham. 


P.S, It appears upon further inquiry, that it was Mr, Bagles the 
chief Constable, and not Mr. Atkins, who received the letters 
from these respectable gentlemen. 
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